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Workshop Session on “Planning, conducting and writing up of small projects” by Dr K.R. 

Shivanna FNA, FASc, FNAAS, FNASc (Formerly Professor and Head, Department of 

Botany, University of Delhi) INSA Honorary Scientist Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology 

& the Environment, held under the aegis of IIC and RDC Hansraj College in collaboration 

with MHFDC, Hansraj College, University of Delhi. 

The workshop/online session was organized on 28th July, 2023 on the Zoom Platform of 

MHFDC. The main aim of the workshop was to appraise the young faculty and students of 

small research projects designing and writing proposals that require small grants. Through the 

small grants, projects can be designed on research questions that can be answered by carrying 

out field research, surveys or experiments that need less equipment and can be undertaken in 

undergraduate labs. Prof. Monika Koul, Department of Botany introduced Prof. Shivanna to 

the audience and moderated the session. 

Prof. Shivanna briefed the audience about the importance of research in undergraduate 

institutions. As the National Education Policy (NEP, 2020) has clearly outlined that students 

need to get familiar with the research methodology and should receive some training, 

research is an integral part of the teaching learning process. Prof. Shivanna cited examples of 

some projects that can be carried out in college campus or North Delhi Ridge and suggested it 

is our duty to study the vegetation and phenology as this data has long term importance. He 

also deliberated on how simple experiments on pollen biology and physiology can help in 

understanding reproduction. He also related the environmental factors to pollen biology and 

said that these studies have relevance and are required. 

Prof. Shivanna also guided the participants on writing the research papers/dissertation or 

project reports. He emphasized on clarity of language and authenticity of data. His session 

was engrossing, and participants were enriched by his talk. Many questions came up and he 

patiently answered and discussed the issues raised in paper writing and acceptance. 



Around 70 participants from Hansraj college and other colleges from the university attended 

the session. The session concluded with the formal vote of thanks by Dr Archana Singh, 

Coordinator IIC, Hansraj College. She thanked the Principal, Director RDC and Coordinator 

MHFDC for their support in organizing the session. 
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